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Page 1, line 21, for this read their. pg, 16, for none 
read more. p 5,1 27, for Viainne read Vieune. p6,1 2, for 
Viainne read Vienne. p 6, I 24, for meant read vacant, p 6, 


128, for Mer: ↄpolitan read Metropolitan. p »1 34, for Hirca- 
hu read Hedenul- 


nar read Hincmar. p 7, I 35, for Hedacu 
Phus. p 7,136, for Leon read Laon. p 7, 141, for dublickly 
read publictly. p 8,1 2, for Monaftries read Monaſteries. p 8, 

117, for Hedaculphus read Hedenulphus. p 8, 1 18, for Leon 
read Laon. p 8, 122, for theſe read thoſe. pg, 1 40, in note, for 
Calaſſuthius read Cabgſſuthias._ ꝑ- 10, 1 22, for Hiero, Ca/a- 

ta read Hiero-Cæſarck. p 10, I 32, for theſe read thoſe, p 3, 

121, for &#now read &zew. ꝓ 13,1 31, between / and obere, 
inſert 7200. p 13,1 39, for bound read bowed! p 14,1 17, for 

#:ſefors read profeſſors. p 15,128, tor ecclefig read eccleſiæ. 

p 16, 1 2, for ſued rend ſeized. p rb, 1 26, for conſervere 

read conſerva4e. p18, , for ben read ather, p 21,115, 
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ADDRESSED TO THE 


CATHOLIC CLERGY of ENGLAND. 


* 


GENTLEMEN, 


1 death of two Biſhops, to whom ſucceſſors ſhould 
be immediately appointed, particularly calls your atten- 
tion, at this time, to the ſubje& of this letter. This cir- 
cumſtance, as well as the general importance of the ſub- 
jeft, will, I latter myſelf, prevent its appearing unſeaſon- 
able. To you I have addreſſed it, becauſe you are more 


imereſted in the appointment of proper paſtors than We 


are. As Clergymen, you are more immediately connected 
with the Biſhop; and as Miniſters, you are appointed to 
execute the laws of the Church: to you then it is natu- 
a to apply for a due execution of thoſe laws. 


Convinced that it is neceſſary that Biſhops and Prieſts 


de appointed in the Church, 2s well for the teaching the 
doctrine of Chriſt, as for the 2dminiſtration of the ſacra- 
ments, few objects can be of greater importance to us, 
than this regular election and appointment. In taking a 


ſurvey of the different countries where the Chriſtian reli. 


gion is profeſſed, we ſhall find that in almoſt all of them, 
tne Civil Magiſtrate interferes in the appointment of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, When Princes thought it ne- 
cellary to take the Church into their protection, and load 


her 


5 4- 


her miniſters with earthly riches, and commit to them a 
ſhare of their temporal authority, it became neceſſary that 


they mould be careful to whom ſuch emoluments and 


power were granted. Their nomination of the Paftor 
was acquieſced in, becauſe that Paſtor had been trans. 
formed into a temporal Lord, or Civil Magiſtrate, who 
might uſe his power and wealth to the welfare or de. 
truction of the State. | 
Fortunately, Gentlemen, theſe circumſtances are not 
applicable to us: we are not the eſtabliſhed religion of 
the country; no reſtraints therefore are laid upon us by 


- 
. 


the Civil Magiſtrate in the choice of our Paſtors. As 
they are not endowed with temporal riches} nor entruſted 


by the State with Civil Power, the Magiſtrate is too jul 


to claim a right of interference in their appointment. 
Although we be thus left at liberty by the Civil Power, 
it does not follow that we have no rule, whereby we are 
to be directed in the appointment of our Biſhops. If no 
laws were made, which we were in this inſtance to fol- 
tow, nothing but confuſion and anarchy would enſue. 
Next to the being deprived of Paſtors, the greateſt evil 
would be the having no ſettled mode of conſtituting 
them. This evil has not happened to the Church of 
Criſt: amongſt the early regulations made to promote 
the beneſtt of religion, none are more explicit than thoſe, 
which relate to the appointment of Biſhops. | 
Conflituting a part of the Church of Chriſt, we are 
bound by the regulations of that Church, as far as it is 
in our power to comply with them. When the Civil 
Magiſtrate claims the right of nominating the Miniſter 
of the Golpel, it is not in our power to reſiſt; and we 
receive him from his hands: but where no fuck claim is 
made, and no inſurmountable impediment raiſed, to ob- 
ftru& the due exccution of the laws of the Churth, it i 
our duty, as Miniſters of that Church to fulfil them. 
Fa us therefore examine what the rules of the Chiſtian 
Church are on this ſubject, and we ſhall eaſily aſcertain if 
it be poſlible to put them in practice. | . 
In the year 233, a Council was held at Carthage, 
wherein the condemnation of Baſilides Biſhop of Leon. 
and of Martial Biſhop of Aſtorga in Spain, "o - 
oh imed, 
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frmed ; notwithſtanding the former had obtained from 


St. Stephen Biſhop of Rome, letters recommending his 
re-eftabliſhment in his See. On this occaſion St. Cy- 
rian who preſided, declares that the ordination of Bi- 
ſhops, ſhould be made with the conſent of the people. 
We muſt be particularly careful, ſays he, to obferve 
this rule, which is derived from divine tradition, and 


* 
- 


— 
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the practice of the Apoſtles, and which is obſerved by 


us and in almoſt all the provinces: That to conſtitute 
a lawful ordination, the Biſhops of the province, who 
are the neareſt, are to aſſemble themſelves in the place 
for which a Bithop is to be ordained; and there let 
him be choſen in the preſence of the people, who are 
* acquainted with the lite aud conduct of thoſe, whom 


, 


they have continually ſeen and converſed with. 


—_ 
CY 


For which reaſon, the Council approved the ordination 


of the ſucceſfors of Baſilides and Martial, without pay- 
ing eny regard to the letters obtained hy the former from 
St. Stephen; which, as they were obtained on falſe pre- 
tences, only aggravated his crime. | 

Origen in the 6th Homily on Leviticus, ſays, © Let us 
e ſee in what manner a Biſhop is appointed. Moſes 
« convened the Synagogue, and ſaid to them, Thrs ig the 


or which the Lord hath decreed; although the Lord 


* hzd given directions concerning the appointment of 
the High Prieſt, and had choſen him, the preſence of 
the people is required, that all may know, that the per- 
* {on the moſt proper, the moſt learned, the moſt holy, 


* the molt eminent in all virtues is choſen intothe Prieſt- 


* hood, that no objections may be afterwards made, nor 
" atly ſcruple raiſed. And this is according to the pre- 
* cept of the Apoſtle,” | 

Alter the elettion of Cornelius to the See of Rome in 
231, Novatian oppoſed him, and endeavoured to raile a 
Ichiſm in the Church, by procuring his own ordination 
to that See, He addreſted letters to the different Chur. 
cies, and amongſt others to the Church of Carthage, 
where the grounds of his claim were examined in Coun. 


eil, and the anſwer made to him was, That when a Bi- 


„hop was appointed and ordained to a See, by the 
| conſent 
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© conſent and judgment of the Biſhops and people, no 


e other Biſhop could be admitted.“ 
The canons of the Council of Nice enact, that a Bi. 


ſhop ſhall be inſtituted, if poſſible, by all thoſe of the 


province; but if they are prevented by diſtance or any 
other cauſe, three at leaſt are neceſſary, and the conſent 
in writing mult be obtained of thoſe who are abſent, and 
the waole proceeding confirmed by the Metropolitan. 


The 18th Canon of the Council of Antioch ordains, 

that if a Biſhop cannot, without any fault of bis, be eſta. 
bliſhed in his Church, either from the refuſal of the | 
people to receive him, or from any other cauſe, he ſhall | 


enjoy the rank of Biſhop, on condition that he interferes 


nctin the miniſtry of the Church where he reſides. It 
is remarkable, that it is not ſaid that the people ſhall be 


obliged to receive him, but on the contrary, it appears 
that their refula] was a ſufficient reaſon to exclude him, 
No compulſion was then known in the Church. By the 
ſixteenth canon of the ſame Council, theſe Biſhops with- 
out Sees, might be elected to other Biſhoprics, in the 
ſame manner as other perſons, a | 
Pope Julius in his letter to the Euſebians, after the 
Counci] held at Rome in 342, in which St. Athanaſius 
was juſtified, ſpeaks in the following terms of the ap- 
pointment of Gregory to the See of Alexandria, 
« What inſtance can be adduced ſimilar to this, in the 
Canons and Apoſtolical Tradition? That the Church 
« being in peace, and ſo many Biſhops 2 in com- 
« munion with Athanaſius Biſh 

« gory, a ſtranger ſhould be ſent thither; one who was 
„ not baptiſed in that Church, who is not known there, 
« who was not demanded by the Clergy, the ere or 
« People; that he ſhould be ordained at Antioch, and 
« ſent to Alexandria, not with the Prieſls and Deacons 
„of the City, nor with the Biſhops of Egypt, but ac- 
« companied by ſoldiers. If Athanaſius had been guilty, 
« the ordination ought not to have been made in this 
„ manner, contrary to the rules of the Church. The 
« Biſhops of the Province ſhould have ordained one e 


the Prieſls, or a perſon amongſt the Clergy of Alexat: 


© din. 


op of Alexandria, Gre. 


nation without his concurrence. 


E 
« dria.“ Such, adds the hiſtorian Fleury, are the laws 
of elefting Biſhops, according to the teſtimony of this 


holy Pontiff. | | 


In the Council of Sardica held in 347, it was enated 
that if there remained but one Biſhop in a Province, 


where there ſormerly were none, and that he neglefts to 


ordain a perſon for a See, where one is demanded, and 
the people have aſſembled for that purpoſe; the Biſhops 
of the neighbouring Province are to aſſemble, and invite 
this Biſhop to meet them, that they may ordain a Biſhop 
for the vacant See, and if he does not comply, they ſhall 
accede to the requeſt of the people, and make the ordi- 

In the Council of Ancyra, held in 314, is a Canon 
regulating the order and rank of a Biſhop, who being 
ordained to a See, was refuſed by the people. 

In the third Council of Carthage held in 397, it was 
propoſed that twelve Biſhops ſhould be required for an 


ordination ; but it was decreed that the ancient rule, re- 


quiring three, ſhould be adhered to: but added Aurelian 
Biſhop of Carthage who preſided, “ If any oppoſition 
is made to the election of a Biſhop, more muſt be 
called in, and the objections canvalled publickly in the 
« place for which the ordination 1s to be made before 
they proceed.” ns | 

St. Celeſtin wrote a letter in the year 428 to the 


Churches of Viainne and Narbonne, in which after no- 


ticing many abuſes, which had crept into the diſcipline 
of thoſe Churches, he forbids the election of perſons for 
Biſhops who are unknown, to the prejudice of thoſe who 
have long ſerved the Church, and of whom their fellow- 


citizens bear a favourable teſtimony. For,” ſays he, * a 


+ Biſhop ſhould not be choſen, who is difagreeable to 
* the flock committed to him; it is neceſſary to have 


| © the conſent of the Clergy, the People, and the Ma- 


" giſtrates.“ | | 

. the Council of Rome held 466. and in many 
other Councils, Biſhops are ſtrictly prohibited frora 
naming their ſucceſſors, becau/e thereby the lawful election 
de prevented. | | | | 8 | 
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St. Leo in a letter addreſſed to the Biſhops of the Pro. 
. vince of Viainne, ſays, That Biſhops ſhould be or. 
«« dained by the Metropolitan, and that it is neceſſary to 
have the ſubſcription of the Clergy, the teſtimony of I 
the Magiſtrates, and the conſent of the Senate and 


„People.“ 


So neceſſary was it conſidered that the Miniſters of 
the Church ſhould be appointed with the Approbation 
of the People, that by the twenty-ſecond Canon of the 
third Council of Carthage, Biſhops are prohibited to or. | 
dain any Prieſt without the advice of his Cle. and 
10upht Þ 

the free eleQion of Biſhops of ſuch importance, ade ; 
has dared to cenſure the Apoſtles for permitting the | 
ſucceſſor of Judas to be decided by lot. Nor does be 
appear to be the firſt who made the objeftion, for we | 
find that this action of the Apoſtles called for the juſtih. ö 


Bede t 


appiobation and conſent of the People. 


cation of Origen, Chryſoſtom and Auguſtin. 


Pope Pelagius in 555, writing to the Patrician Narſes 
who governed Italy, complains of the Biſhop of Milan, 
who had ordained the Biſhop of Aquileia in his own | 

Church, contrary to the Canons; For,“ ſays he, * the 
*« Biſhop who conſecrates another, ſhould repair to the 
„meant See, that the conſent of that Church may be 


% perfectly known.“ 


he Council of Clermont in 335, orders that Biſhops | 
be appointed by the election of the Clergy and People, 
and with the conſent of the Merropolitan; and if any } 
have recourfe to the protection of people in power, or | 
- procure in any other manner. their appointment, they ſhall | 
be deprived of the communion of the Church they al- } 
pired to govern. This order is renewed in the council | 
of Orleans, held in 538, and again in 348. The fame } 
regulations were made reſpecting the right of election, 
and forbidding the appointment of a Bifhop without the 
conſent of the People, in the councils of Arles and Pa. 
ris in 556, and of Chalons in 644.—In France, tbe elec | 
tions of Biſhops had:been prevented by many of the 
Sovereigus, Which was probably the cauſe of the ancient 
' Canons on that ſubjett being fo frequently ' enforced 10 
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the councils of that kingdom. Louis ſurnamed le De- 
donnaire, by an edict publiſhed in 892, reſtored to the 
Clergy and People the right of electing their Biſhops in 
theſe terms,—* Not being ignorant of the holy canons, 
and being defirous that the Church ſhould enjoy her 
„liberty; we have granted that the Biſhops ſhould be 

« choſen by the Clergy and People, in the Dioceſe, - and 
in conſideration of their merit and capacity, gratui- 


* toufly, and without partiality.” —About this time a 


ſmall treatiſe on the election of Biſhops was written b 

Florus Deacon of the Church of Lyons, in which he 
lays, According to the Canons, and Apoſtolical Tra- 
„dition, in the vacancy of a See, one of the Clergy of 
the fame Church ſhould be choſen by the unanimous 


* conſent of the Clergy and People. He is then named 


in an authentic deed drawn up for the purpoſe, and 
* afterwards conſecrated by a proper number of Biſhops, 
and ſuch an ordination is by St. Cyprian called a choice 
made by God. It is certain that the Biſhops were ſo 
« ordained in the whole Church for the ſpace of four 
hundred years. And ſince the Princes are becom: 
„ Chriſtians, it is evident that the elections have for th : 
moſt part, been made with the ſame liberty.“ c 


The latter part of the ninth century furniſhes us with 
ſome very authentic evidences of the mode of elections 
in France, after the liberty of chooſing their Biſhops had 
been reſtored to the Churches by Louis. They are col- 
letted by Father Sirmond, and. Fleury in his excellent 
tiftory, bes given us ample extracts from them. From 
theſe I collect the following particulars, | 

On the death of a Biſhop, the Church ſent deputies: 
to the Metropolitan, who immediately appointed a Bi. 
hop of the Province as Viſitor, to repair thither. The 
commiſſion given to him is ſeen in a letter from Hirca- 


der Archbiſnop of Rheims, to Hedaculphus Biſhop of 


Leon, whom be appointed Viſitor at Cambray. You 
vill,“ ſays be, repair as ſoon as poſſible to that 
Church, and will exhort the People to chooſe by una- 
dimous conſent the perſon they think moſt worthy to 
de their Biſhop. I ſend to you the form of the elec- 
ton, which you will cauſe dublickly to be read, that no 

| « perſon 


Het 


« perſon may plead ignorance. The election is not on! 
« to be made by the Clergy of the town; all the Mo. 
** naſtries of the Dioceſe; all the parochial Clergy in the 
country, ſhould depute perſons to give their ſuffrages, 
The Nobility and Citizens ſhould alſo be preſent, 
* for all ſhould concur in electing him, whom all are to 
* obey. If they elett a perſon who is capable of the 
office, requeſt them to draw up a deed, which may 
„be ſigned by each perſon; and when I bave given 
* them notice, they will ſend to me the perfon {6 
* choſen; with the deed proving his election, and a 
i ſuffictent number of deputies to give evidence in the 
„% name of the whole Dioceſe,” - | 5 | 
This act of election was a Letter addreſſed to the 
Metropolitan and his Suffragans, from the Clergy and 
People of the vacant Church, of which there are ſome 
examples ſtill extant. In that of the election of He. 
daculphus to the See of Leon, in 876, the utility of 
elections is inſiſted on, becauſe the people may deſpiſe 
„or hate a Biſhop whom they did not deſire; and their 
„religion may be weakened, if they have not the 
% Pallor whom they wiſhed for. And that theſe who are 
« to ordain him may do it 'the more willingly, ſeeing 
„ him ſo unanimoufly choſen.” I refer the reader to 
the 53d book of Fleury's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, where he 
will find the forms of examination and conſecration of 
the new Biſhop.  _ ; . 
Many more examples might be adduced to aſcertain 
the ancient mode of appointing Biſhops in the Chriſtian 
Church, but to you, Gentlemen, this would be uſeleſs; 
your knowledge of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, will furniſh 
vou with a ſufficient number without my attempting to 
ſuggeſt them. * From the few I have mentioned, the 
following poſitions may, I think, be evidently deduced. 
| If. Thi 


That the ancient diſcipline of the Church, requiring the 
election of Clergy and People to appoint a Biſhop, was not 
entirely laid afide in the Eleventh Century, may be ſeen by 
the Letters of Gregory VIIth, Lib. i. Epiſt. 35.—Lib. - 
Epiſt. 8. Iaſtances of it occur alſo in the Twelfth Century, Þ 
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1. That the diſcipline of the Church requires that 
the Biſhops ſhould be choſen by the Clergy and People - 
over whom they are to preſide. | 7 5 ; 

2dly. That the Biſhops of the province were bound to 
repair to the vacant Biſhopric, where they concurred in 
the election and ordained the perſon ſo choſen. 

gd). That no application was made for the interfe- 
rence, much leſs for the nomination of any Biſhop out 
of the Province, unleſs there was not a ſufficient number 
within it to ordain the new Biſhop, or they refuſed 
o do it; in which caſes, application was made to the 
Biſhops of a neighbouring province. 935 | 

Theſe, Gentlemen, are the rules by which the Church 
of Chriſt was governed, for the ſpace of ſeveral hundred 
years; rules, by which a Cyprian, an 'Auguſtin, an 
Ambroſe, were conſtituted Biſhops. As Miniſters of the 
ſame Church, you are bound to conform to the ſame - 
regulations, and any violation of them, when it is poſſi- 
ble to comply with them, muſt be, on your part, a culpa- 
ble neglect of your duty. 5 

It behoves you, therefore, to conſider what impedi- 
ments may be raiſed to your conforming in this inſtance 
to the Laws of the Church. From the Civil Magiſtrate 
no obſtruction is to be feared; all denominations of | 
Diſſenters are in this reſpe& permitted to enjoy the 
freateſt freedom. With the different political regula- 
tions which have taken place on this ſubject, you 
have no concern. ” 


| the Oath taken at conſecration, denotes the new Biſhop to 


be elected. I have not mentioned any of the regulations 
made by the Council of Trent, becauſe the diſcipline of that 
Council was never adopted by the Catholics here, any mote 
dan in France. Notwithſtanding the too great power gene- 
given to the Roman Pontiff by the Canons of that 
Council, there are none which can authoriſe the claim of 
pointing Biſhops in the manner praiſed in this country. 
Seflio xxiv. C. 1. De Reformatione—Sefſio xxv. c. 18.— 
Reader wiſhes any further proof of the diſcipline of the 
Church bein ſuch; as T have repreſented it, he may conſult 
Cilaffuthius Notitia Ecclefiaſtica Þ. 16, 109, 172, 223, 20. 


Wi Van. Eſpen. Jus. Eccleſiaſticum. P. £2 & Sed. and Fleury 
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1 
By the firſt Biſhop in the Church, a claim may be 
made of appointing your Paſtors, and of ſuperſeding, ir 
this inſtance, the diſcipline of the Church. But a mo. 
ment's reflection will convince you, that this claim muf 
be unfounded : for however high his rank and ſtation in 
the Church may be, the appointment of Biſhops forms 
no part of his ſpiritual commiſhon, When once there. 
tore you have aſcertained what the regulations are which 
have been made on this ſubject, no lawful impediment 
can be raiſed by any Biſhop in the Chriſtian Church to 
the execution of them. All are bound by the fame 
laws, and to none is given a power of violating then; 
and any objection to a conformity to the Jaws of tle 
Church, will come with a very bad grace from the pes 
fon, whoſe chief duty it is to fee them obſerved. 

One difficulty onlypreſents itſelf to me, namely, that we 
bave not in this kingdom, any Biſhops regularly appointed 
to convene to an election. Our ſituation in this reſpect, 
vou are well acquainted with, and no doubt, have often 
deplored. Biſhops indeed we have, but not of tte 

flock they are appointed to govern; men are ordainel 
. titular Biſhops of Rama, Comana, Hiero, Cæſarea, &. 
and ſent to this country with a delegated power from: 
forcign Prelate, on whom they are by that mean 

totally dependant. | | 
Theſe titular Biſhops were .totally unknown in the 
Church till the twelfth century, when numbers had 
migrated from the Weſt of Europe, and had ſettled in the 
country conquered by the arms of the Cruſaders. Thelt 
Latins being ignorant of the language, and unaccu 
ſtomed to the ceremonies of the Greek Church, pro 
cured the appointment of Latin Biſhops to theſe Ses 
which they occupied, ſometimes in conjunction with, 
and ſometimes to the excluſion of the Greek Prelate. 
In proceſs of time, although they loſt moſt of the coun-' 
try they had occupied, Biſhops continued to be ap 
pointed to thole Sees, in hopes that they might aga 
be ſubjected to the arms of the Chriſtians. And althougi 
all thoughts have been long ſince dropped of re-conque! 
ing thoſe places, Biſhops have been continually ap 
pointed to them, who have no knowledge ef the language 
: | of 
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or cuſtoms of the inhabitants, nor have any intention 
of fulfilling the commiſhon undertaken by them at their 
ordination, to preach the Goſpel to the people commulted to 
their care. Theſe Biſhops, without Sees, or fixed places 
of refidenre, were the cauſe of conſiderable diſturbance 
in the Church; many regulations were made to check 
| their interference in the Miniſtry; and in the Council of 
Trent, many of the Fathers repeatedly demanded their 
total abolition. The Court of Rome was however too 
ſenſible of the advantage of ſuch dependant Biſhops, not 
o oppoſe this meaſure. Accordingly the Council con- 
| tented itſelf with prohibiting - them from conferring 
11, WF orders, or exerciſing any epiſcopal functions without a 
ver i ſectal commiſhon.. Ar preſent therefore, they are not 

only Paſtors without a flock, but Biſhops without the 
power of the keys. * 


85 Had che mode of appointing Biſhops practiſed in 
pelt tis Country, been known in the Church, Pope Julius 
«Tex had never written the Letter I have quoted. Indeed. 
de except in the circuimſtance of being introduced by Sol- 
e liers, we might imagine, that in deſcribing the manner 
be in which Gregory was appointed Biſhop of Alexandria, 
5 ne was giving an account of the appointment of 2 
_ modern Vicar Apoſtolic: to which he might have added 


the abſurdity of being ordained Biſhop of Jeruſalem, to 
| fovern the Church of Britain, So far however from 
| leeing this difficulty in a formidable light, I truſt it will 
| be an additional motive to you, to exert yourſelves 
in ceftoring the Church of this kingdom to its ancient 
diſcipline. 
| The preſent mode of nominating titular Biſhops of 
foreign Sees, to preſide, . with a delegated commiſſion, 
over the Catholics of this country, is one cauſe of the 
prejudices ſtill ſubſiſting againſt us in the minds of our 
ellow-Citizens. So total a dependance on a foreign 
Power, which is ſuppoſed on different occaſions, to have 
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laid claim to Powers hoſtile to the independance 0 
States, is calculated to raiſe ſuſpicions in the mot 
unbiaſſed mind. In this inſtance however, as well as in 
all others, you will find, that the nearer you approach 
to the pure diſcipline of the Church, the more effectually 
you will remove the grounds of theſe prejudices. The 
Church of Chriſt was intended by its divine Founder 
to be ſpread over the whole world, nor is there any thing] 
in its doctrine or practice which can prevent its pro- 
greſs, in every climate, and under every government. 
This would not be true, if the nomination of its Paſtors] 
had been veſted in any one perſon. | 
Were it neceſſary, many other motives might be urged, 
to convince you of the expediency of an abolition] 
of the preſent mode of receiving your Paſtors from a ſo- 
reign Power; but you will eaſily perceive, that under the 
preſent Church Government, no regular diſcipline can 
be maintained. By the Laws of the Church, Biſhops 
are to be ordained within the ſpace of three months; 
they are ſubje& to provincial councils which are fre. 
quently to be held: the revenues of the Church are to be 
adminiſtered by them in conjunction with their Clergy, 
to whom they are bound to give an account of their 
conduct, That theſe regulations are not complied with 
is evident, nor is it poſſible, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
to enforce obedience to them. A ſmall degree of exet- 
tion, will, I ruſt, Gentlemen, remove theſe difficulties, 
It is in your power to procure a regular appointment of 
| Biſhops. Akt as the Clergy of Carthage or Alexandra 
would have done in ſimilar circumſtances, and you will 
find yourſelves, I doubt not, ſupported by the whole 
body of the Laity. EO 
By a regulation, which took place at the latter end of 
the laſt Century, the Catholics of England are divided 
into four diviſions or dioceſſes. As the number 0 
the faithful had decreaſed, there could be no objection 
to diminiſhing the number of Paſtors: the object 2 
prelent wanted, is, that regular Biſhops be choſen in 
_ theſe reſpective diviſions. To you, Gentlemen of the 
midland and weſtern Diſtricts, I particularly addreſs my- 
felf on this occaſion ; it is in your power to remove the 
f Es ES objection, 
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bonſider the evil effects of ſuch a proceeding. It is not 


ful 


objeftion, of the want of proper Paſtors. Do you, in 


conjunftion with the Laity of your reſpective Diſtrits, 
aſſemble, and chooſe for your Biſhops, the perſons who 
now, by a lamentable abuſe, preſide over you, 1n virtue 
of an authority delegated to them by a foreign Prelate, 
who has no pretenſions to exerciſe ſuch an act of power. 
They are Biſhops of Sees where they have no Faithful, 
you are bodies of Faithful without Biſhops : by the Laws 
of the Church they may be elected by you for your 
Paſtors; they will not fail to accept of the office. 
They are now aliens, you will make them Engliſhmen ; 
they are dependant, you will make them free; they are 
foreign emiſſaries, you will transform them into Engliſh 
Biſhops; they muſt rejoice in the change. : 
You, Gentlemen of the London Diſtrict, after the 
death of your late Paſtor, aſſembled, and collected the 
opinion of the Laity, on the appointment of a Suc- 
ceſſor. The eyes of the Catholics were upon you, we 
looked to you for an emancipation from the preſent 
irregular mode in which our Paſtors are appointed, You 
had amongſt you, we know, men, who were well ac- 
quainted with the diſcipline of the Church, and whoſe 
minds we hoped were equal to the ſmall difficulty of ſuch 
an undertaking. In this we were cruelly diſappointed. 
Your Suffrages were unanimous in favor of one Gentle- 
man, who, like the other Vicars in this country, is 
Biſhop of a foreign See where he has no Faithful to di- 
rect; but by an unaccountable timidity, you "did not 
dare. to proceed to an election, but contented yourſelves 


with recommending the object of your choice, accom- 


panied by the names of others, to the nomination of 
a foreign Prelate. If I am not miſinformed, his nomi- 
nation meets with conſiderable oppoſition, becauſe he 
has refuſed to ſacrifice the welfare of the -Catholics of 
tis kingdom, to the pretenſions of the Court of Rome. 
By this conduct, Gentlemen, you have ſacrificed. the 
Tights of the people, which as Miniſters, you were 
bound to defend, you have ated contrary to the Laws of 
the Church, and have bound your necks to a foreign 
yoke, As a Laywan of the diſtri, I entreat you to 
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yet J hope too late; return to council, reaſſemble, and, in 
conjunction with the Laity, elect the perſon, whom you 
have pointed out as the object of your choice, and whoſe 
merits entitle him to your Suffrages, 

You, Gentlemen of the Northern Diſtrict, are in a 
ſimilar ſituation, but I truſt you will not purſue a ſimilar 
conduct. Vou have, I hope, too much reſpe& for the 
Rights of the People, too much regard for the diſcipline 

of your Church, to ſacrifice them both to the pretenſions 
of a foreign Power. Set an example worthy of the 
imitation of poſterity ; ſhew by your conduct in this in. 
ſtance, that no influence however ſtrong, no abuſe, 
however deeply rooted, can make you ſwerve from your 
duty, You muſt either follow the rules enatted in the 
Church by apoſtolical tradition, or ſacrificethem to modern 
pretenſions, which have disfigured the religion of Chriſt, 
and caſt an odium on the poſſeſſors of it. Aſſemble 
then, and collect the ſuffrages of the Laity, and when 
you have elected a proper perſon to be your Bifhop, 
convene the other Bifhops of the kingdom to confirm 
your election, and to ordain him; if they wiſh to 
follow the footſteps of a Cyprian or an Ambroſe, they 
will not fail to comply with your requeſt. Should they 
however refuſe to do it, apply as you are directed, to the 
Biſhops of a neighbouring Province. | 

By theſe means, you will reſtore to the Church, of 
which you are Miniſters, that freedom of election, which 
for ſeveral ages was conſidered as neceffary to conſtitute 
a regular Biſhop. But it will be of little conſequence 
to ſecure the right of election, if the Biſhop choſen 
by you, ſacrifices his liberty, by ſwearing fealty to 3 
foreign Prelate. This makes it necelllly to ſay 4 
few words on the Oath taken by Biſhops at their 
conſecration, | 8 | 

During many ages, no Oath was taken by Biſhops or 
Prieſts at their ordination. Some Metropolitans, in the 
beginning of the ninth Century, required from thoſe 
whom they ordained, an Oath of obedience; this prac- 
tice was condemned in the Council of Chalons, in 813, 
and again by a law made in France in 816. By this law, 
all who required or ſubſcribed to any oath at Ordt- 

| nation; 
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- nation, are degraded from their functions. In theſe 
inſtances the Act of taking an Oath is reprobated, not the 


0 ſimple profeſſion of canonical obedience to the Metropo- 
litan, of which there are many inſtances to be found. 

p ' Theſe profeſſions of canonical obedience were made 

w by the Biſhops at their ordination by the Metropolitan; 

wa nor is there any inſtance, at the cloſe of the ſeventh 


century, of the Biſhops of Rome having required any 
"7 other obligation from their Suffragans. And when 
, in the eleventh century, the obligation of an Oath was 


2 required, nothing but canonical obedience was pledged; 
wt this may be ſeen in the diſpute between Lanfranc and 


Thomas, Archbiſhop of York. 

The firſt inſtance we find of any thing more being de- 
manded, is that of Gregory the VIIch, who required 
from the Patriarch of Aquileia, an abſolute oath of 
fealty, ſuch as Vaſſals made to their immediate Lords. 
About the cloſe of the thirteenth century, this Oath 
of Fealty was required by the Popes, at the ordination 
of all their Suffragans. And when afterwards, the Ro- 
man See claimed the right of naming or confirmin 

all Biſhops, contrary to the diſcipline of the Church, ES | 
the rights of Metropolitans, this Oath was required of 
every Biſhop at his conſecration To this day, it conti- 
nues to be taken by all Biſhops in the following form, 
which was ſettled by Clement the VIIIch, and inſerted 
by him in the Roman Pontifical. * 

Ego N. electus eccleſia I N. elett of the Church 
N..ab hac hora in antea N, from this hour forward, 
fidelis & obediens ero beato will be faithful and obe- 
Petro Apoſtolo, ſanctæque dient to bleſſed Peter the 
Romanæ eccleſiæ & Domi- Apoſtole, and the holy Ro- 
no noſtro Dom ino N. Papæ man Church, and to our 
N. ſuis que ſucceſſoribus Lord, the Lord Pope N. 


or a © . ; 
** canonicè intrantibus. and to his Succeſſors cano- 
e | | nically entering. 
thole N o . « > 
5 on ero in conſilio, aut I will not counſel, or 
815 conſenſu, vel facto, ut vi- conſent, or be aſſiſting in 
12 ; 
ow, m perdant, aut membrum; or to any att, whereby 
rdt- : S 
Ot * Van, Eſpen, ſuſ. Eccief, P. 109. | 
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ſeu capiantur mala captio- 
ne; aut in eos violenter 
manus quomodolibet inge- 
rentur; vel injuriæ aliquæ 
inferantur, quovis quæſito 
colore. i 


Conſilium vero quod 
mihi credituri ſunt per ſe, 
aut nuntios ſuos, ſeu lite- 
ras, ad eorum damnum, 
me ſciente nemini pandam. 


Papatum Romanum, & 
Regalia ſancti Petri, adjutor 
eis ero ad retinendum & 
defendendum, ſalvo meo 
ordine, contra omnem ho- 
miner, . | 


Legatum Apoſtolicæ ſe. 


dis in eundo, &,gedeundo 
honorifice tractabb, & in 
ſuis neceſſitatibus adjuvabo. 


Jura, honores, privile- 


gia & auftoritatem ſantize 

ee eccleſiæ, Domini 
noſtri Papæ & ſucceſſorum 
prædictorum, conſervere, 
defendere, augere & pro- 
movere curabo. 


Neque ero in conſilio, 


vel facto, ſeu traftatu, in 


quibus contra ipſum Do- 
minum noſtrum, vel ean- 
dem Romanam eccleſiam, 
aliqua ſiniſtra vel præjudi- 


Roman Church, their pet. 


they may loſe life or limb 
or may be ſued and ill 


treated; or that violent 
hands be laid upon them in 


any manner whatſoever, or 
that any kind of injury be 


done them, on any pretence 


whatſoever. 

But any counſel] with 
which they ſhall intruſt 
me, whether by themſelves, 
by their meſſengers or let. 
ters to their hurt, I will net 
knowingly diſcover to auy 
perſon. | 

The Roman Papacy and 
the Royalties of St. Peter, 
I will, ſaving mine own or. 
der, aſſiſt them to keep and 
defend againſt any man, 


The Legate of the Apo- 
ſolic See, going out and 
returning back, I will ho- 
norably treat and aſſiſt in 
his neceſſities. | 

The Tights, honors, pri- 
vileges, and authority of 
the Jol Roman Church, 


of our Lord the Pope, and 


his ſucceſſors . aforeſaid, 1 
will be careful to preſerve, 


defend, enlarge, and pro- 


mote, 

or will I be concerned 
in counſel, act, or treaty, 
wherein any thing diſad. 
vantageous or prejudicial 


to our ſaid Lord, or the ſaid 


cialis 


4 


cialia perſonarum, juris, 
honoris, ſtatus, & poteſta- 


tis eorum machinentur. Et 


fi talia a quibuſcumque 


traftari vel procurari no- 
veto, impediam hoc pro 
poſſe; & quanto citius po- 
tero, ſignificabo eidem 
Domino noſtra, vel alteri 
per quem poſſit ad ipſius 
notitiam pervenire. 


Regulas Sandtorum Pa- 


trum, decreta, ordinatio- 
nes, ſeu diſpoſitiones, re- 
ſervationes, proviſiones & 
mandata Apoſtolica totis 
viribus abſervabo, & ſaciam 
ad aliis obſervari. 


Hereticos, Schiſmaticos, 


& Rebelles eidem Domino 
noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus 


predicts, p O poſſe perſe- | 


quar, & 1mpugnabo, + +} 


Vocatus ad Sy nodum ve- 
mam, uiſi prepeditus fuero 
canohica prepeditione, . 


Apoſtolorum limina ſin- 
guits trienniis perſonaliter 
per me ipſum viſitabo; & 
Domino noſtro, ac ſucceſ. 


ſons, right, honor, ſtate or 
power {hall be deviſed. 
And if I know any ſuch 
things to be treated of by 
any perſons whomloever, 


Iwill impede the ſame to 


the utmoit of my power; 

and as ſoon as poſſible will, 

give information to our ſaid 
ord, or to ſome other per- 


fon, by whoſe means it may 


come to his knowledge, 
The rules of the Holy 
Fathers, the decrees, or- 
ders, or appointments, re- 
ſervations, proviſions, and 
apoſtolical mandates, I will 
obſerve with all my might, 
and cauſe to be obſetved by 
enn; 
All Heretics, Schiſmatics, 
and Rebels againſt our ſaid 
Lord, and his aforeſaid ſuc- 
ceſſors, I will to the utmoſt 


of power ve and 
en g pur 


When called to a Synod, 
J will come, if not pre- 
vented by ſome canonical 


impediment. | 


be threſholds of the A- 
poſtles I will perſonally vi- 
ſit every three years, and 
will giye att account to our 


.* 1 have tranſlated P»»/equar, I avill purſue, becauſe it coin- 
ces with the meaning Dr. Butler wiſhed to be affixed to this 
word, though ] believe the true meaning to be I will perſe- 


cate and combat 


| but 1 would not be accuſed of giving an un- 
lavotable tranſlation ot this curious oath, | 


Doming 
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ſoribus præfatis rationem 
reddam de toto meo paſto- 


ral: officio, ac de rebus om- 
nibus, ad mee eccleſiæ ſta - 
tum, ad cleri & populi dif- 


ciplinam, animarum deni- 


que, quæ meæ fidei traditæ 
2. ſalutem, quovis modo 
pertinentibus; & viciſſim 
mandata Apoſtolica humi- 
liter recipiam, & quam di- 


ligentiſſime exequar. 


Quod fi legitimo impe- 
dimento detentus fuero, 
præfata omnia adimplebo 
per certum nuntium, ad hoc 
ſpeciale mandatum haben- 
tem, de gremio mei capi- 


tuli; aut alium in dignitate 


eccleſiaſtica conſtitutum, 
ſeu alias perſonatum ha- 
bentem: aut his mihi deſi- 


cientibus, per dioæſanum 


ſacerdotem; & clero defi- 


ciente omnino, per aliquem 


alium preſbyterum, ſecula- 
rem vel regularem, ſpetta. 
te probitatis & religionis 
Fog! 


ne inſtructum. De hujis- 


modi autem impedimento 
docebo per legitimas proba- 


tiones. ad ſanctæ Romanæ 

eccleſiæ Cardinalem propo- 
nentem, in congregatione 
ſancti concilii, per ſupradic- 

2 nuntium tranſmitten- 
as. 


upradictis omnibus ple- 


Lord and his aforeſaid ſue. 
ceffors, of my whole paſto. 
ral charge, and of all things 
which in any manner relate 
to the ſlate of my Church, 
the diſcipline of my cler 

and people, and to the ſal. 
vation of the ſouls com. 
mitted to my truſt: and on 
the other hand I will hum. 


bly receive, and with my 


beſt diligence will execute 
all apoſtolical mandates. 
But if I be detained by 
any lawful impediment, I 
will perform all the afore- 
ſaid things by a truſty meſ- 
ſenger, ſpecially commil- 
ſioned for that purpoſe 


from among my Chapter; 


or ſome others poſſeſſed of 
ſome eccleſiaſtical dignity, 
or otherwiſe of ſome par- 
ſonage, or failing theſe, by 
ſome Prieſt of my Dioceſe; 
and if I ſhould have no 
Clergy, by ſome other 
Prieſt, ſecular or regular, 
of known probity and reli- 

ion, who ſhall be fully in- 

ructed in all things before 
mentioned. But of ſuch 
impediment Iwill e due 
information, by lega proots, 
to be tranſmitted by the 
aforeſaid meſſenger to the 
propounding Cardinal of 
the holy Roman Church, 
in the congregation of the 
facred Council. | 


Poſſeſſione: | 


ſſione. 


1 e „„ 
poſſeſſiones verò ad men- The poſſeſſions belong- 


{am meam pertinentes, non 


vendam, nec donabo, ne- 
que impignorabo ; nec de 


novo infeudabo, vel aliquo 
| modo alienabo, etiam cum 
E conſenſu capituli eccleſiæ 
| mez, inconſulto Romano 
| Pontifice. Et ſi ad aliquam 
| zhenationem devenero, pœ- 
| nas, in quadam ſuper hoc 


ing to my table, I will nei- 
ther fell, give away, mort- 
gage, nor inveſt anew, nor 


in any manner alienate, 


even with the conſent of 
my Chapter, without con- 

ſulting the Roman Pontifl. 
And if I make any ſuch 
alienation, I am willing di- 
rectly to incur the penalties, 


| edita conſtitutione con- 
| tentas, eo ipſo incurrere ſtii 


contained in a certain con- 
ſtitution ſet forth there- 


In the three firſt articles of this oath is contained an 
explicit Oath of Allegiance, ſuch as was taken by vaſſals 


| to their immediate Lords. That the allegiance is of 2 
| temporal nature, appears from the words of the ſecond 


paragraph, and from the following words which were in 


| the original formula of Gregory VII. © Romanam eccle- 
| © ſlam per ſecularem militiam, fideliter juvabo, cum invi- 
| © tatus fuero.” 
| Oath was firſt impoſed by the ſame 


gated to himſelf an univerſal temporal empire. 


Nor ſhould we fail debe egg that this 


regory, who arro- 


The promiſe to defend and enlarge the authority and 


| privileges of the Popes, and their ſucceſſors, is very ex- 
tenſive: the Pope who framed this Oath, and many of 
| his ſucceſſors, have claimed authorities and privileges, 


which are neither compatible with the welfare of the 
Church, nor with the duty and allegiance which Biſhops 


| ove to the government of their country.—To pals over 
| the words, © Heareticos, ſchiſmaticos & rebelles eidem 


* Domino perſequar & 1mpugnabo,” which would have 


ſtruck with horror a Biſhop in the firſt fix ages of the 


Church; it is not eaſy to conceive, that a Biſhop can re- 
concile his mind to a folemn obligation of viſiting every 
three years the See of Rome, when he has no intention of 
taving his country, and knows that he would neglect his 


| duty if he complied with his oath. This clauſe, which 


or:ginally required an annual viſit to the threſhold of the 
Apoſtles, ſhews that it was intended only tor the imme- 
h | Ce diate 
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truſt, be univerſally followed. 
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diate Suffragans of the See of Rome, who were obliged 


by the canons to attend the annual Councils there held. 
When, the right of ordaining the Metropolitans, was 


taken from the Biſhops of the Province, and uſurped by 
the See of Rome, this promiſe was exacted from them; 


which accounts for. its being impoſed on them, before it 


was required from other Biſhops, whoſe nomination and 
_ ordination was not ſo ſoon transferred to the Pope. 


The words, „ mandata-apoſtolica humiliter recipiam, 
« & quam diligentiſſimè exequar,” convey a very exten- 
ſive obligation: nor is it eaſy to perceive how it can be 


complied with by any Biſhop, who is not a temporal ſub. 
Jett of the Pope. It is evident that no other Prelates re. 


ceive humbly, or execute diligently all the commands of 
the Roman Pontiff. | 

This very curſory view of the oath, is I truſt ſufficient 
to convince you that it is perfectly incompatible with the 
duty, which Biſhops owe to the Church, and to the alle. 
giance which they owe to the government of their coun: 
try, You will therefore, I hope, take care that no Eng. 
liſh Biſhop takes ſuch an oath in future: there are inſtan- 
ces of Biſhops refuſing to take it; their example will,! 

It was not without ſurpriſe, that I obſerved a few year 
paſt, a Prelate of a neighbouring kingdom“, attempt to 
juſtify this oath. The little indeed he has ſaid on the 
ſubject, will ſerve to convince an unbiaſſed mind of the 


impoſlſibility of defending it.——The words, . per/equar 


& impugnabo,” he contends are to be underſtood a 
meaning an oppoſition by argument: but I think the 
context ſhews plainly that a very different meaning 15 to 


be affixed to them. After ſwearing the moſt poliuve- 


oath of civil allegiance to our Lord the Pope, the new 
Biſhop promiſes to pur fue and oppoſe. all rebels to this ſame 
Lord: it is not by arguments that rebels are purlued and 
oppoſed, nor does a ſovereign Lord require a prowile 
ſuch aſſiſtance from his vaſſals.— What the revere 

Prelate ſays of the ſpirit of the Catholic Church, is vel} 


* Dr. James Butler—Juſtification of the tenets of the Ro. 


true; 


of the 


8 18 to 


zofiuve - 


e new 
is ſame 
ed and 
mile of 
verend 


is Vely 


the Re 


true, 


22 


rue; it is averſe from all violence, but was ſuch the 


| ſpirit of the Pontiff who firſt impoſed this oath? Has 


ſuch always been the condutt of the Biſhops of the 


Church, fince the oath has been taken by them? I fear 


not, | 

It is true that the Chriſtian Biſhops refuſed to commu» 
nicate with Ithacius, for having been inſtrumental in 
putting to death Priſcillian : but thoſe Biſhops had never 
taken this oath. Had the reverend Prelate proved, that 
after this oath had been univerſally taken, the Biſhops of 
the Chriſtian Church had behaved like St. Ambroſe and 
St. Martin, he had offered ſome vindication of it; but 
this he has not attempted to do. The words “ ſalvo meo 
« ordine,” on which he lays ſo much ſtreſs, can refer only 
to the charge in which they are inſerted: 

* But farther,” ſays he, this oath is intended in 
countries not ſubject to the Pope, as a temporal Prince, 
* to extend merely as to /þ:7:tuals.” How the ſame 
form of words can convey in one country a civil oath of 
allegiance to a Sovereign, and in another, be reſtrained 


merely to ſpirituals, is pou my comprehenſion. But, if 
ealty to a Lord, reſtrains the per- 


an oath, which {wears 
ſon, who takes it, from offering violence to his perſon, 
or injuring him in life or limb, obliges him to defend, 
ſupport, and enlarge, all his honors, rights, privileges and 
authorities, impoſes an obligation to oppoſe with all his 
power, all rebels to the ſaid Lord, and to executeall com- 
mands he ſhall receive from him, be not an oath of civil 
allegiance, and that of the moſt extenſive nature, I am to- 


tally at aloſs to know what can conſtitute one. The 


truth is, the oath contains nothing of a merely ſpiritual 
nature; it was a temporal, not a ſpiritual empire, which 


| Gregory wiſhed to eſtabliſh. 


Jo conclude, Gentlemen; I have no other object in 
view in this Addreſs to you, than the deſire of ſeeing our 
religion practiſed in its primitive purity, and freeing the 


profeſſors of it from that odium, which abuſes in the diſ- 


cipline of the Church have thrown upon them. You 


will, I hope, impartially examine if the rules I have 


lated, concerning the election of Biſhops, are thoſe of 
the Church, and if there exiſts a reaſon, which can Pra 
ſtify 


* 


1 
fify your not complying with them. If after this eng. 
men, you are convinced that the election of Biſhops by 
the Clergy and Laity, is a rule of the Church, that the? 
exiſtence of titular Biſhops is an abuſe, which'ought to 
be removed, and that the oath. taken by Biſhops at their! 
conſecration, is a violation of the freedom of the Church, 
and of the duty they owe to Society; I truſt you will 
not permit human motives, the fear of thwarting the pre. 

judices of individuals, nor an indolent a in 
eſtabliſhed abuſes, to prevent your compliance with o 
indiſpenſible a part of your duty, as is that of preſerying 
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June 12, 1799. Tour obedient | ee 


bumble Servant. 


A Larnan. . 
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